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What is the public value of museums? ‘More than worth it’ demonstrates
that museums have great significance to society and are indeed worth
fighting for. As Winston Churchill replied when he was asked to sell
Britain’s national treasures in order to finance the war effort during World
War II: ‘Hell no — what do you think we are fighting for?’

This publication makes a case for the five social values of museums,

and shows how much benefit museums provide to Dutch society. This is
important knowledge, but what is even more important is the awareness
that not all value can be expressed in monetary terms.

Museums belong to us all — through unique objects and compelling stories,
they show us how we came to be and provide a perspective on the past
and future.

‘More than worth it’ also calls attention to the social opportunities of

the sector. Now is the time for the museum sector, governments, civic
organisations, educational institutions, funds, the media and the private
sector to seize these opportunities and benefit from them. We believe the
challenge involved is more than worth it!

This publication is essential reading for anyone interested in Dutch
museums and museum policy.
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